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Edmonton Chamber Music Society
2016 – 2017 Season

Wednesday, September 14, 2016, at 7:30 p.m.
Robertson-Wesley United Church, 10209 123 Street NW

James Ehnes, Violin & Andrew Armstrong, Piano
We celebrate the beginning of another season of fine chamber music with a recital by James Ehnes. 
During the year of his milestone 40th birthday, he is joined by the dazzling pianist Andrew Armstrong  
on a cross-Canada tour to perform beloved works for violin and piano and a new piece by JUNO Award–
winning conductor and composer Bramwell Tovey.

The celebrations continue after the concert! James shares his insights on his illustrious career in a  
special event and reception, Reflections on 40 Years: Behind the Curtain. Enjoy complimentary light 
refreshments and a cash wine bar.

George Frideric Handel (1685–1759),  
Sonata in D Major, HWV 371 

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–1827),  
Sonata in F Major, Op. 24, “Spring” 

Bramwell Tovey (1953– ),  
Stream of Limelight

Virtuoso selections to be announced  
from the stage

Saturday January 21, 2017, at 7:30 p.m.,  
with pre-concert performance at 7:00 p.m.
Convocation Hall, University of Alberta, 116 Street and 85 Avenue NW

Jan Lisiecki, Piano 
The ECMS Scholarship winner will be featured in a pre-concert performance beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Celebrated young virtuoso Jan Lisiecki has already achieved international accolades in performances 
with many of the world’s leading orchestras, including Orchestre de Paris, New York Philharmonic, and 
BBC Symphony. A Deutsche Grammophon recording artist, Lisiecki has played in venues such as the 
Kennedy and Lincoln Centers, Royal Albert Hall, and Carnegie Hall. He returns to his home province of 
Alberta with a program featuring grand works for piano.

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750),  
Partita No. 3 

Robert Schumann (1810–1856),  
Four Klavierstücke, Op. 32 

Frédéric Chopin (1810–1849),  
Scherzo No.1 in B Minor, Op. 20; Two Nocturnes, Op. 48 

Franz Schubert (1797–1828),  
Four Impromptus, Op. 142

Saturday, April 1, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.
Robertson-Wesley United Church, 10209 123 Street NW

New Orford String Quartet with Cho-Liang Lin (violin) 
& Orion Weiss (piano)
A dream team of leading musicians from Canada’s major orchestras, the New Orford String Quartet will 
transport listeners to the romantic and atmospheric Impressionist Era with works by the most prominent 
French composers of the time. They are joined by legendary Taiwanese-American violinist Cho-Liang Lin 
and sensational American pianist Orion Weiss.

Maurice Ravel (1875–1937),  
Sonata for Violin and Piano

Ernest Chausson (1855–1899),  
Concerto in D Major for Violin, Piano,  
and String Quartet, Op. 21Claude Debussy (1862–1918),  

String Quartet in G Minor, Op. 10

Thursday, April 27, 2017, 7:30 p.m.
Convocation Hall, University of Alberta, 116 Street and 85 Avenue NW

Karina Gauvin (soprano) & Les Boréades de Montréal
Canadian star soprano Karina Gauvin performs with musicians from Les Boréades baroque orchestra in 
The Purcell Project – an exquisitely crafted program of some of the finest sacred and secular songs in  
the English language. The Purcell Project features music from King Arthur, Oedipus, The Fairy Queen,  
Don Quixote, Harmonia sacra, and Dido and Aeneas.

James Ehnes & Andrew Armstrong  
photographs by Benjamin Ealovega.
Jan Lisiecki photographs by Mathias Borthor.
Pražák Quartet photographs by David Rowe.
New Orford Quartet photographs by Alain Lefort.
Cho-Liang Lin photographs by Sophie Zhai.
Orion Weiss photographs coutesy of Orion Weiss. 
Karina Gauvin photographs by Michael Slobodian.
Les Boréades photographs by Sébastien Jurkovich.

Please note: All concerts now begin at 7:30 p.m.

All programs are subject to change without notice.

Friday, March 10, 2017, 7:30 p.m.
Robertson-Wesley United Church, 10209 123 Street NW

Pražák Quartet
Distinguished for musical virtuosity that is rooted in a distinct Czech tradition, the internationally  
lauded Pražák Quartet has enjoyed a remarkable career spanning over 40 years. Enjoy an enchanting 
evening of music with Viennese, Bohemian, and Moravian flair, performed masterfully by one of 
today’s leading string ensembles.

Joseph Haydn (1732–1809),  
Quartet in B-flat Major, Op. 71, No. 1 

Leoš Janáček (1854–1928),  
Quartet No. 1, “Kreutzer Sonata” 

Bedřich Smetana (1824–1884),  
Quartet No. 1 in E Minor, “From My Life”  

Sponsored by The Wirth Institute 
at the University of Alberta.

Help Grow the Gift of Music:
Your Support Matters
As audience members, we look to Edmonton Chamber Music Society 
(ECMS) concerts as a source of inspiration and beauty -- performances of 
timeless compositions played to the highest standards of excellence. We 
also look to hear new artists and experience new and challenging works. 
It is such a gift to enjoy the world’s best right here at home.

The work of the ECMS reaches into the community, and indeed into the 
world. We feature and fete emerging classical musicians, and we involve 
young professionals in volunteer and paid opportunities. Essential to 
the development of Edmonton’s young musicians is this opportunity to 
regularly experience world-class performances and receive instruction 
from renowned international artists. As such, ECMS offers personalized 
masterclasses at no cost to Edmonton’s students and musicians. 

In fact, there is so much more to ECMS than what you might see on 
concert night. In order to thrive and continue the legacy of 60 years of 
promoting world-class chamber music, we rely upon your subscriptions, 
ticket purchases, and donations. Currently, donations constitute 8% of 
our revenues, and this year, with the reduced purchasing power of the 
Canadian dollar, we are hoping to raise our donation percentage, as 
each performance is now more expensive to book, and your gift helps to 
bridge that gap.  

We ask you to consider contributing to the ECMS. Your dollars ensure 
that residents of Alberta’s Capital Region experience and learn from the 
best the world has to offer. Thank you in advance for your support.

Sincerely, 

The ECMS Board



Season Subscription Regular $225, Senior $200, Student $85

Early Bird Pricing Regular $190, Senior $175, Student $80
Early bird pricing available on subscriptions ordered before August 1, 2016.

Tickets available at TIX on the Square, The Gramophone and  
at the door.

For program details and information on master classes:

edmontonchambermusic.org

Dear ECMS Patrons,

This is your invitation to join us, and fellow music lovers in Alberta’s  
Capital Region, in appreciating being “up close and personal” with the 
finest international classical musicians.

Chamber music is about intimate communication -- that conversation  
between the artists on stage who interpret the composer’s intent, and 
the immediate connection established between the artists and the  
audience in a performance. 

This coming season reflects a diversity and balance in programming, 
from early music, to classical string quartets, to fine solo works. The 
artists are quite simply unmatched, and their biographies and repertoire 
speak for themselves. 

What does not speak for itself is the gratitude we have for our loyal  
audience members, as well as for those who are new to our events.  
We would also like to thank our donors, sponsors, granting agents,  
and volunteers who have so graciously helped us offer you a season 
featuring some of the finest music the world has to offer. 

Our 2016 –17 season starts off with a bang. Violinist James Ehnes is 
turning 40, and to celebrate, he is performing in every province and 
territory across the nation. Being a fan favorite, he will stop in Edmonton 
to open our new season with an intimate birthday concert and reception 
on September 14. 

We had a stellar 2015-16 season, presenting what Mark Morris writing 
for the Edmonton Journal called ECMS’s presentation of Tafelmusik  

“The Edmonton concert of the year.” We’re proud of our successes, and 
we make certain our visiting musicians come away with a high opinion of 
the city and its music culture as well. This positive early encounter is part 
of what keeps them coming back and promoting the city amongst their 
peers. Thank you for supporting this very bright spot in the city’s arts 
and culture scene.

Yours truly,

Karen Fingas

President

Season Subscription
Admission to all concerts

Single Tickets
For individual concerts
Subscribers may purchase single concert tickets in advance 
until August 1, 2016. Single concert tickets will be available for 
sale to the general public after August 1.

Early bird deadline: August 1, 2016.

with early bird discount ($190) × $225 ×

$200 ×

$85 ×with early bird discount ($80) ×

with early bird discount ($175) ×

Jan Lisiecki
Sat, Jan 21, 2017

Pražák Quartet
Fri, March 10, 2017

New Orford Quartet 
with Cho-Liang Lin, 
and Orion Weiss
Sat, April 1, 2017

Karina Gauvin  
and Les Boréades
Thurs, April 27, 2017

Processing and handling fee: + $3.00

ECMS is fueled by people who love up close, intimate classical 
music performances. Your generous donations help the 
Edmonton Chamber Music Society provide concerts featuring 
internationally renowned musicians here in our city.

James Ehnes and  
Andrew Armstong
Wed, Sept 14, 2016

Regular
Senior
Student

Regular
Senior
Student

$40.00
$35.00
$15.00

$55.00
$50.00
$20.00

Regular
Senior
Student

$40.00
$35.00
$15.00

Regular
Senior
Student

$40.00
$35.00
$15.00

  2016–2017 Season

  2016–2017 Season

Donation 

Final Total 

Ticket Subtotal 

Edmonton Chamber Music Society
2016–2017 Performing Artists

James Ehnes, Violin &  
Andrew Armstrong, Piano
Wednesday, September 14, 2016 at 7:30 PM
Robertson-Wesley United Church 
10209 123 St NW

“Ehnes and Armstrong displayed enormous musical 
and expressive depth, playing with unwavering 
intensity and a wide tonal range.” 

—Seen and Heard International

Jan Lisiecki, Piano
Saturday, January 21, 2017 at  7:30 PM
Convocation Hall, University of Alberta,  
116 Street and 85 Avenue NW

“A pianist who makes every note count”

—The New York Times

Pražák Quartet
Friday, March 10, 2017 at  7:30 PM
Robertson-Wesley United Church 
10209 123 St NW

“The playing of the Pražák Quartet combined  
heightened sensibilities with a pooled interpreta-
tive wisdom that’s only possible when a group has 
been playing together for many years.” 

– Napa Valley Register

New Orford Quartet,  
Cho-Liang Lin, Violin &  
Orion Weiss, Piano
Saturday, April 1, 2017 at  7:30 PM
Robertson-Wesley United Church 
10209 123 St NW
On the New Orford String Quartet: “nothing short  
of electrifying...listen and weep.” 

—The Toronto Star

On Cho-Liang Lin: “There’s truth and beauty in his 
playing. He radiates integrity and affection.” 

—The Dallas Morning News

“When you’re named after one of the biggest  
constellations in the night sky, the pressure is on  
to display a little star power – and the young pianist 
Orion Weiss did exactly that….”

—The Washington Post

Karina Gauvin &  
Les Boréades de Montréal
Thursday, April 27, 2017 at  7:30 PM
Convocation Hall, University of Alberta,  
116 Street and 85 Avenue NW

On Karina Gauvin: “The richness and variety of her 
extraordinary soprano – ample in tone, mezzo-like 
in its resplendent depths – was spectacularly 
displayed in several arias.”

 – The Guardian 

“A wonderful concert by the baroque music group 
Les Boréades de Montréal. The concert was a 
musical high from the beginning to end.” 

– Toronto Star

Regular
Senior
Student

$55.00
$50.00
$20.00


